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thought: first, that the churches should 
see to it that directors in religious education 
should do a reasonable amount of study, so 
as to keep abreast of new environments; 
secondly, that college professors, churches, 
and directors should endeavor to make the 
position of the religious educator of such 
kind that the right kind of young men and 
women will be attracted. 

We would add three other suggestions: 
first, that the directors of religion be not 
regarded as jack-of -all-trades in a church; 
secondly, that they be paid a living salary; 
and thirdly, that they be given sympa- 
thetic support by deacons and other church 
officials. 

Gary Plan for Teaching Religion 

This novel school system which has 
taken its name from the new industrial city 
of Gary, Indiana, where it was first adopted, 
is recommending itself in some quarters 



as a practical solution for the problem of 
religious education. The plan which per- 
mits of religious education in connection 
with the public schools is this: A time 
during each school day is devoted to reli- 
gious instruction, and for that hour the 
pupils are divided into groups according 
to the religious preferences of their parents. 
Then each group is sent to its own church 
or parish house, as the case may be, to be 
taught religion by priests, pastors, or 
teachers who are there. Though the 
pupils spend the period of time at the 
churches which their respective parents 
prefer, it is definitely made plain that they 
are still under the supervision of the school. 
In New York the Gary Plan is being 
tried in several district schools, and there 
a new contribution is being made: the 
religious classes incident to it are being 
provided for by the prompt co-operation 
of an interdenominational committee. 
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The Columbus Rural Church 
Conference 

The most significant rural church con- 
ference which has yet been held in America 
was held in Columbus, Ohio, December 
8-10. The conference was significant be- 
cause it was representative. It was held 
under the Rural Life Commission of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ of 
America and therefore represented the 
denominations co-operating through that 
organization. It was significant because 
of the representative men who gathered 
there to take part in its deliberations; men 
like Kenyon L. Butterfield, of the Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural College; William O. 
Thompson, of Ohio State College; Henry 
Wallace, of Wallace's Farmer; Gifford 
Pinchot; and President Woodrow Wilson 
would have guaranteed the quality of any 
conference. Again, the conference was sig- 
nificant because of the large attendance 



from widely distributed areas. Thirty-four 
states were represented, the southern dele- 
gates being especially in evidence. The one 
man to whom, above all others, the con- 
ference owed its success was Gifford Pinchot, 
who was the chairman of the Federal Coun- 
cil's Rural Life Commission. 

The most important report of the confer- 
ence was made by the Committee on the 
Function, Policy, and Program of the 
Country Church. This report was made by 
the following committee: Kenyon L. Butter- 
field, chairman; Miss Jessie Field, Charles 
O. Gill, Albert E. Roberts, Henry Wallace. 
In this report the committee sought to 
sound the slogans of the new rural Protes- 
tantism. 

The first declaration of the committee has 
to do with the primacy of religion in all rural 
reconstruction. The second slogan declares 
that all successful effort must be based on 
accurate knowledge. Through careful sur- 
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veys the rural community must take stock 
of its resources, its failures, and its oppor- 
tunities. As another slogan, it was declared 
that rural preaching and worship must be in 
the language of the farmer. 

Rural churches must minister to all the 
people. If they are to survive, they must 
not become the exclusive property of the 
landowners and the well-to-do. The tenant- 
farmermust not be divorced from the church. 
The hired man must not be outside the inter- 
est of the rural minister. The rural churches 
must learn how to co-operate with each 
other, and in this they must have the assist- 
ance of the national organizations. In case 
of overlapping, union churches, federated 
churches, the absorption of the weak by the 
strong, was recommended to do away with 
waste and inefficiency. Likewise there 
must be division of labor between the 
church and the other institutions, both fed- 
eral and voluntary, for rural betterment. 

Briefly stated, these are some of the 
slogans with which a co-operating Protes- 
tantism will enter the rural life of the future. 

Pensions for Ministers 

"Society will give these men their due," 
observes the Sioux Falls Press, and "Justice 
too long deferred" is the characterization 
of the Chicago Herald when commenting on 
the plans for pensioning retired ministers. 
The Literary Digest for December devotes 
considerable space to a discussion of the 
efforts which are being put forward by the 
various denominations to make adequate 
provision for their ministers. It states that 
in round figures $67,000,000 is required for 
the proper care of retired or disabled min- 
isters and their families. Rev. J. T. B. 
Smith, editor of the Veteran Preacher 
(Methodist Episcopal, Chicago), is quoted 
as giving the average salary of the Protes- 
tant preachers as follows: Unitarian, 
$1,221; Episcopal, $994; Universalist, 
$974; Lutheran, $744; Presbyterian, north, 
$977; Presbyterian, south, $857; Methodist 



Espicopal, $741; Northern Baptist, $681; 
United Brethren, $547; Disciples, $327; 
Southern Baptist, $334; Congregationalist, 
$800. The various denominations are now 
awake to their responsibility to their min- 
isters and this is evidenced by the efforts 
which have been put forward recently. The 
Presbyterian church has now in invested 
resources almost $4,000,000 and is busy 
securing $10,000,000. The Methodist Epis- 
copal church is aiming to raise a $15,000,000 
fund. The Baptist church has just received 
two gifts amounting to $250,000 and plans 
to secure $10,000,000. The Protestant 
Episcopal church has worked out a sys- 
tematic plan for pensioning and requires 
$10,000,00. The Disciples of Christ have 
doubled their receipts and permanent fund 
for ministerial relief in the last two years, 
but require $5,000,000. The Congrega- 
tional churches are endeavoring to raise 
a $2,000,000 fund and are substituting the 
basis of "justice for faithful service" for that 
of "charity for indigence." 

The Detroit Free Press has this to say: 

The adoption of a pension system would do 
much to attract more young men to the ministry, 
for no matter how strong the spiritual call a 
man feels, he cannot be blamed for hesitating 
to enter a profession so poorly paid, in general, 
that he cannot hope to provide for his old age 
and that of those dependent upon him. The 
soul of the adequately paid preacher, no matter 
how strong his faith, must be strangely per- 
plexed when he contrasts the stately cathedrals 
built in honor of the God he preaches with the 
deprivations he endures in order to spread the 
gospel message. Less magnificent churches 
and better rewards to the humble toilers in 
the field would seem more fitting the spirit of 
Christianity. 

The Episcopal Church and Church 
Union 

Considerable discussion has been called 
forth because on Sunday, October 24, five 
Congregational ministers preached in five 
leading Episcopal churches in New Haven. 
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When the Congregational National Council 
met at New Haven, thirty-seven different 
pulpits, representing six denominations and 
including the Episcopal churches, were 
occupied by delegates to the council. Pre- 
viously the Bishop of Connecticut had 
refused a request to invite the ministers in 
attendance upon the council to occupy 
pulpits of the Episcopal churches in New 
Haven, but he stated that where any rector 
desired to tender such an invitation he 
would construe this opportunity as a 
"special occasion" within the meaning of 
canon 20 and would issue a license upon 
request. 

The Living Church has published the 
letter which Bishop Brewster sent to the 
Congregational Council on unity. This 
letter is of interest because of the expres- 
sion it gives to the Bishop's views respect- 
ing church union, as may be seen in the 
following extracts: 

I am glad to bear testimony to a very earnest 
desire on the part of the Episcopal church for 

the reunion of Christendom Our ideal 

of that unity .... must embrace the entire 
Christian world, Catholic as well as Protestant. 
.... Let us seek a unity better than the union 
which attempts to ignore differences, or the uni- 
formity which would suppress differences. Let 
us seek a unity, not of compromise for the sake 
of peace, but of comprehension for the sake of 
truth. 

In the same issue of the Living Church, 
November 6, the Roman Catholic side of 
church union is suggested to readers. 
Under the heading "Practical Church 
Union, " it is stated that when the Bishop of 
Birmingham visited the present Catholic 
Bishop of Rouen he saw an Anglican celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion in the Arch- 
episcopal chapel. The Anglican Bishop 
asked the Roman Catholic prelate whether 
there was any objection to this being done, 
and received the reply, "Certainly not. 
.... After all, what does it matter 
whether one celebrates in one vestment and 



another in a different one, if at the root of 
things we are the same ? Of course, at the 
root there must be union of belief." An- 
other example of "Roman Catholic courtesy 
and broad-mindedness," cited in the same 
article, is the benediction sent by Cardinal 
Gibbons to Dr. Charles Fiske, of Baltimore, 
on the occasion of the latter's consecration 
as Bishop of New York. 

The Baptist Denomination 

Frequently persons are heard asking for 
exact figures respecting the Baptist de- 
nomination. The Religious Herald has put 
into the hands of its readers the following 
data: number of Baptists in the World, 
7,006,471; number of Baptists in the 
United States, 6,013,812; estimated num- 
ber of negro Baptists, 2,083,246; number of 
Baptist churches in United States, 52,410; 
number of ordained ministers, 37,371 ; num- 
ber of baptisms last year, 309,245; value of 
Baptist church property in United States, 
$173,057,287; number of Baptist colleges 
in United States, 100; value of Baptist 
college property, $24,408,737; amount of 
Baptist college endowment, $33,054,839; 
number of students in Baptist colleges, 
37,734; number of Baptist seminaries in 
United States, 14; number of students- in 
these seminaries, 1,315; value of seminary 
property and endowment, $7,440,149; num- 
ber of Baptist academies in United States, 
97 ; number of students in these academies, 
14,674; property and endowment of acade- 
mies, $8,052,124; gifts of United States 
Baptists last year, $29,043,181; gifts to 
missions, $3,275,351; gifts to home church 
expense, $22,486,248. 

The Anglican Church of Canada Re- 
vises the Prayer Book 

We are indebted to the Churchman for 
information respecting the recent revision 
of the Prayer Book by the Anglican church 
of Canada. Very interesting and suggestive 
is the statement made by Archbishop 
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Matheson when he said: "One of the wisest 
and most representative and most learned 
of the English bishops had urged that the 
daughter-church in Canada should not wait 
for the action of the mother-church but 
should lead the way in a safe and wise 
revision." Nine years ago an attempt to 
revise the Prayer Book was frustrated, but 
now, we are told, the report of the committee 
on revision has been adopted with practically 
unanimous voice by the General Synod. 
Two influences seem to have been at work 
in arousing a general demand for revision 
— first, "Canadian needs and Canadian sen- 
timent"; secondly, "closer harmony with 
modern thought." 

No Shortage of Minister* 

We commonly read of the dearth of men 
for the ministry and people generally believe 
that there is a large decrease in the number 
of entrants into the ministry. The Epis- 
copal Recorder, however, is convinced that 
the tide has turned and men are no longer 
wanting for the pulpits. The Episcopal 
Recorder represents the Reformed Epis- 
copal church and bases its conclusions on 
statistics collected by Dr. Talcott Williams, 
head of the Columbia University School of 
Journalism. The Recorder says: 

During the thirty years that ended in 1910 
the number of ministers has grown more 
rapidly than the number of physicians or law- 
yers. During that period the United States 
census showed that the number of ministers had 
doubled, reaching the total of 132,988; but the 
number of lawyers and physicians, while greatly 
increasing, had not doubled by some thousands. 
As a matter of fact, the ministers have grown 
faster than the population. During the past 
thirty-three years the number of theological 
students in the United States has more than 
doubled. This is all the more remarkable 
because the same conditions are not found in 
other countries. In England the number is 
practically stationary, while in Germany the 
number has decreased nearly 50 per cent in a 
generation. We have no desire to point the 



moral of the present situation, but simply to 
correct a popular misconception concerning this 
matter. 

National Anthem in Canada 

In its effort to measure up to the ab- 
normal situation created by the European 
war the General Synod of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, at its recent session, 
found itself confronted with an unusual 
task, namely, that of deciding what to do 
with the third stanza of the British national 
anthem. The stanza reads, 

O Lord our God, arise; 
Scatter our enemies, 

And make them fall; 
Confound their politics, 
Frustrate their knavish tricks; 
On thee our hopes we fix, 

God save us all. 

When the Book of Common Prayer was 
compiled this verse was thought "crude" 
and "un-Christian," for which reason it 
was omitted from the hymnal. Some 
members of the Synod seemed to think that 
the present war times warranted, and public 
opinion demanded, restoration of the verse 
to the hymnal. After a discussion which 
lasted throughout a whole morning, it was 
voted that the present arrangement of the 
hymn should not be altered. But on the 
following Saturday the Anglican bishops 
assembled at the General Synod sent the fol- 
lowing message to the lower house then in 
the midst of the morning session: "In the 
judgment of the upper house, in time of 
war, the second verse of the national 
anthem may be sung with perfect pro- 
priety." The delegates who only a few 
days previous had declared themselves 
opposed to the proposed change, on hearing 
the message from the bishops rose en masse 
and, led by a khaki-clad chaplain, "roared 
out in a resounding chorus" those "glorious 
lines about confounding their politics and 
frustrating their knavish tricks." 



